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Water is amazing. It can have a very soothing

effect. There is nothing quite like the sound of a gen-

tle, flowing brook, or even a “water feature” that

brings that restful sound of moving water into your 

home or yard. But add 150 mph wind to it, and you 

have a truly fearsome and awesome display of power.

As I write this, a storm named Katrina is moving

through Kentucky, having been downgraded from

the category 5 hurricane that roared through Louisiana,

Mississippi, and Alabama yesterday. The loss of life is

even now unfolding, with more sure to come as the day

progresses. Here in our state of Arkansas, hotels are filled

with those who sought to escape the almost 30 foot storm surge. Pictures

of the enormous amounts of flooding left behind are staggering. 

Like many others, I have watched the unfolding of this “disaster of 

epic proportions” throughout the day, first through email news alerts 

at my safe, secure office, then on TV at my safe, secure home. I am thank-

ful that I live far enough away from the coast to take a clinical look at the

unbelievable damage.

Yes, water is an amazing thing. We are in an industry that uses water

as a tool. At the 2005 WJTA Conference in Houston last week, we saw water

used to destroy, as in the removal of coatings and also to repair, as in 

delicate medical procedures. One thing we can say for sure: There will 

never be a man-made machine that will wield the power of an ocean of 

water on the move.

Many people in our industry give much of themselves to others.

Churches, charities, civic organizations, scouting, etc. benefit from their 

gifts of time and money. Even this month, you can see the results of the vol-

unteer efforts of PWNA’s Clean Across America as a dedicated group 

of powerwashing professionals joined together to clean the Baseball Hall

of Fame in Cooperstown, NY.

But now, there is the opportunity of a lifetime. As this is being written,

the latest news reports that the entire city of New Orleans will be evacu-

ated. Due to the time required to design, print, and mail a magazine, you

will be seeing this editorial thirty days from now. The final numbers will

be in: lives lost and dollars lost. Gas prices will be where they are. The 

coastline from New Orleans to Mobile will never be the same. 

Some who read this will never be the same. There are readers of this mag-

azine who will have lost much; our heartfelt prayers go out to those people.

There is another group of our readers who will have answered a higher call-

ing to come to the assistance of those who are not able to help themselves.

They too, will never be the same. Out heartfelt thanks goes out to you. 
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Industry Calendar 2005

Oct. 19–22 International Kitchen
Exhaust Cleaning Association
IKECA Fall Technical Education
Seminar, Chicago, IL. For more
information, visit www.ikeca.org
or call IKECA Headquarters at
301-230-0099.

Nov. 13–16 FABTECH® Inter-
national & the AWS Welding
Show, McCormick Place South,
Chicago, IL. For information,
visit www.wme.org.

Nov. 14–18 IKECA Kitchen
Grease Exhaust Cleaner Certi-
fication Fort Worth, TX. For
more info, call Delco at 800-433-
2112 or visit www.ikeca.org. 

Dec. 12–16 IKECA Kitchen
Grease Exhaust Cleaner Certi-
fication Fort Worth, TX. For
more info, call Delco at 800-433-
2113 or visit www.ikeca.org. 

2006

Jan. 23–25 Manufacturing for
Performance Conference and
Exhibits 2006, Indiana Con-
vention center, Indianapolis,
IN. For more information, visit
www.sme.org. 

Jan. 29–Feb. 1 PACE Paint and
Coating Expo, Tampa Conven-
tion Center Tampa, FL, for infor-
mation, visit www.sspc.org/
events/ or call 877-281-7772.

Jan. 30–Feb. 1 Gulf Cleantech
2006, Dubai World Trade Center,
United Arab Emirates. For info,
visit www.gulf-cleantech.com.

Mar. 27–30 WESTEC 2006
Exposition and Conference, Los
Angeles Convention Center, Los
Angeles, CA. For more infor-
mation, visit www.sme.org.

Apr. 6–8 2006 PWNA Conven-
tion and Tradeshow, Memphis,
TN, Memphis Cook Convention
Center for more information
visit www.pwna.org.

Apr. 30–May 6 North American
Occupational Safety and Health
Week (NAOSH). For more infor-
mation on how to get involved
visit www.asse.org/naosh or
contact ASSE at 847-699-2929
or customerservice@asse.org.


